
  
BOWLS NEW ZEALAND REGULATION (SUPPLEMENTARY) 

  

  
  

ARTIFICIAL AIDS FOR BOWLERS IN NEW ZEALAND 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

• Approved by Disabled Bowls New Zealand: 01 10 2020 
 

• Approved by Bowls New Zealand : 01 12 2020 
  

• Effective From: 01 12 2020 

  



1. Corner Stone Philosophy 

Bowls New Zealand exists so that New Zealanders can participate in and enjoy the sport of 

bowls at any level – social or competitive.  

Bowls New Zealand is committed to continuously progress the ‘Diversity and Inclusiveness’ 

message  

Bowls New Zealand is totally committed to have our sport, our game and our club network 

available to all New Zealanders 

2. Laws of the Sport – Para 41 

The Laws of the Sport of Bowls – Crystal Mark Third Edition - Law 41.1 under the heading of 

‘Players with disabilities’ states that “Wheelchairs should be of a type approved by both World 

Bowls and the Governing Body for wheelchair bowlers in the country in which the player is 

playing” (in this case Bowls New Zealand in conjunction, New Zealand Disabled Lawn Bowlers 

Association Inc and Bowls New Zealand Greenkeepers Association).  

Paras 41.1 thru Para 41.8 gives permissions for play as well as policy development to ensure 

play can take place on the greens of New Zealand, for all players and the associated devices, 

that enables players to deliver a bowl or jack and or be mobile on the green. 

3.  Scope of this Regulation 

As stated in the introduction to the Laws of the Game no laws governing a sport can cope with 

every situation. The following is drawn up to cover most of the issues that need to be stated, 

however the spirit of sportsmanship and common sense as well as the spirit of fair play must 

underpin any situation not covered in this Regulation.  

The following are the specifications for  

a. Wheelchairs – manual and motorised 

b. Scooters 

c. Walking Frames 

d. Crutches or Walking Sticks 

e. Bowling Arms 

f. String lines 

 

4.  Specifications 

a. Wheelchairs – Manual - Law 41.1 

i. The large and usually rear tires (pneumatic or soft rubber slicks) must have a 

minimum width of 75mm. Tires must be smooth “slicks” or inverted tread tires.  

ii. The most suitable tires for the small or front wheels must be at least 200mm x 

75mm with a pneumatic tire or soft rubber “slicks”.  

iii. Castors made of nylon or polyurethane are becoming increasingly popular and 

can also be used for front wheels. The recommended width of these should be a 



minimum of 75mm. It is a requirement that the edges, if sharp, must be rounded 

off.  

iv. If there are any doubts about tire tread, duct tape can be placed over the tire to 

provide a smoother surface as a temporary or precautionary measure.  

v. The above guidelines are intended for use in all conditions, however in the case 

of particularly wet greens or other unusual circumstances, consultation and a 

commonsense approach between the wheelchair user and club administrator or 

greenkeeper is appropriate.  

vi. Turning Arc: To further ensure there is no undue damage to the green, players 

should ensure a wide circle is taken when turning their chair on the green.   

Wheelchairs – Motorised 

It is considered that the use of a motorised wheelchair would damage greens, both 

natural and artificial. All play on greens should be from a manual chair. Any player would 

be permitted to have an assistant to assist with any mobility issues.  

 

b.  Scooters - Law 41.1 applies  

i. Any large tires (pneumatic or soft rubber slicks) must have a minimum width of 

75mm. Tires must be smooth “slicks” or inverted tread tires.  

ii. Any smaller tires or wheels must be at least 200mm x 75mm with a pneumatic 

tire or soft rubber “slicks”.  

iii. If there are any doubts about tire tread, duct tape can be placed over the tire to 

provide a smoother surface as a temporary or precautionary measure.  

iv. The above guidelines are intended for use in all conditions, however in the case 

of particularly wet greens or other unusual circumstances, consultation and a 

commonsense approach between the wheelchair user and club administrator or 

greenkeeper is appropriate.  

v. Turning Arc: To further ensure there is no undue damage to the green, players 

should ensure a wide circle is taken when turning their scooter on the green.   

 

c.  Walking Frames - Law 41.5 applies 

i. Walking frames can be used provided the frame does not cause damage to the 

green. To eliminate damage that may be caused to the green, the frame must 

comply with the following:  

ii. Wheels of at least 75mm and pneumatic as applied to wheelchairs or wide wheels 

that are smooth and without tread.  

iii. If the frame has “feet”, each one must have its own base covered with rubber or 

similar material. The base should measure at least 76mm across.  

iv. Players are not to sit on their frames while on the green unless each “foot” and 

wheel complies with the specifications above.  

  



d.  Crutches or Walking sticks - Law 41.5 states 

A player who has a physical disability will be allowed to use a support or an 

artificial device (or both) when delivering the jack or a bowl, or when walking on 

the green. The support must have a base covered with rubber or similar material. 

This base must measure at least 76 millimeters across, and it can be placed on or 

next to the mat. 

  

e. Bowling Arms – Law 41.8 conveys the approval for such a device. 

i. “Bowling Arms” have been successfully introduced into the game to allow 

persons with a physical restriction or impairment that would otherwise prevent 

them from playing the game the opportunity to play, or continue to play, bowls. 

There are various types of bowlers arms that players can use.  

ii. Bowls New Zealand does not currently regulate what type or design a Bowling 

Arm must be. You should note that Bowls Australia do regulate, and you can find 

their list of approved arms on their website https://www.bowls.com.au/get-

involved/attire-equipment/bowlers-arms/  

iii. A player may use any number of bowling arms during trial ends for suitability.  

iv. Whenever a player commences using a bowling arm in a game, the player must 

use it for the remainder of that game. This does not apply to the rolling of the 

jack, which can be rolled either by hand or by a bowling arm.  

v. A player cannot alter/change the brand or style of approved bowlers' arm during 

the course of a game except in such circumstances where the device is rendered 

unplayable and, in this instance, the player may change to another bowling arm 

on approval by the umpire or controlling body.  

vi. Challenge on appeal to an umpire regarding a bowling arm could occur before the 

trial ends or up to 10 minutes after a game (but not during the game) as like Law 

52.4.3 and 52.4.4.  

 

f. String Lines –– Law 41.3 conveys the approval. 

i. String lines are an accepted practice for Centre-Line rink markings for visually 

impaired bowlers. These bowlers will have a classification from Blind Bowls New 

Zealand. 

ii. They are used to aid the visually impaired bowler establish the Centre-line. 

iii. The string line is fixed to the plinth board at each end of the rink on the Centre-

line. 

iv. The string line should be white, breakable and tightly affixed along the surface of 

the green.  


