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Greenkeepers Strategic Plan
2023-2026

Provide the leadership to:
1. Work in partnership and build relationships with key stakeholders to achieve  
 optimal effectiveness of all greenkeeping activity.
2. Deliver training and information to all affiliated clubs and their greens 
 personnel.
3. Undertake research, audits and controls to promote safe working practices  
 that result in the establishment and ongoing provision of high-quality greens  
 at all clubs.

Our Operational Intent:

Work in partnership and build relationships.
• Work very closely and align with Bowls New Zealand and their strategies.
• Work with Bowls New Zealand events management team to ensure Bowls  
 New Zealand signature events are played on the best greens available.
• Identify and build relationships with existing and new delivery partners.
• Promote the products and services of current and future key partners.
 (e.g., Prebbles)

Deliver training and information
• Develop information sheets, websites and/ or newsletters for greenkeeping  
 personnel as required.
• Produce an annual diary for each club's greenkeeper.
• Keep clubs informed by way of regular newsletters.
• Support greenkeepers to be the best they can be by way of training, 
 information, and support.
• Contract NZSTI to deliver Field Days to the regions within New Zealand.
• Maintain a network of tutors to deliver the NZSTI training programme.
• Provide resources by investing in training packages or opportunities for   
 greens personnel.
• Encourage regular local Greenkeeping Associations to deliver relevant 
 meetings and other communications in their region and for BNZGA to attend  
 where possible.

Undertake research. audits and controls
• Actively promote the Health and Safety message to ensure the bowling club's  
 premises are safe and not compromised by any sub-par greenkeeping   
 practices as well as fully compliant with WorkSafe NZ and the Hazardous  
 Substances Act.
• Identify issues and contract with relevant industry partners to research 
 solutions.
• Support the development of a database of all greenkeepers in New Zealand  
 that will enable delivery of focused training opportunities. e.g., Growsafe  
 certification.



Greenkeepers Strategic Plan
2023-2026

Provide the leadership to:
1. Work in partnership and build relationships with key stakeholders to achieve  
 optimal effectiveness of all greenkeeping activity.
2. Deliver training and information to all affiliated clubs and their greens 
 personnel.
3. Undertake research, audits and controls to promote safe working practices  
 that result in the establishment and ongoing provision of high-quality greens  
 at all clubs.

Our Operational Intent:

Work in partnership and build relationships.
• Work very closely and align with Bowls New Zealand and their strategies.
• Work with Bowls New Zealand events management team to ensure Bowls  
 New Zealand signature events are played on the best greens available.
• Identify and build relationships with existing and new delivery partners.
• Promote the products and services of current and future key partners.
 (e.g., Prebbles)

Deliver training and information
• Develop information sheets, websites and/ or newsletters for greenkeeping  
 personnel as required.
• Produce an annual diary for each club's greenkeeper.
• Keep clubs informed by way of regular newsletters.
• Support greenkeepers to be the best they can be by way of training, 
 information, and support.
• Contract NZSTI to deliver Field Days to the regions within New Zealand.
• Maintain a network of tutors to deliver the NZSTI training programme.
• Provide resources by investing in training packages or opportunities for   
 greens personnel.
• Encourage regular local Greenkeeping Associations to deliver relevant 
 meetings and other communications in their region and for BNZGA to attend  
 where possible.

Undertake research. audits and controls
• Actively promote the Health and Safety message to ensure the bowling club's  
 premises are safe and not compromised by any sub-par greenkeeping   
 practices as well as fully compliant with WorkSafe NZ and the Hazardous  
 Substances Act.
• Identify issues and contract with relevant industry partners to research 
 solutions.
• Support the development of a database of all greenkeepers in New Zealand  
 that will enable delivery of focused training opportunities. e.g., Growsafe  
 certification.

It gives me great pleasure that the NZ Greenkeepers Assn is again involved with providing 
a greenkeeping diary for all Greenkeepers in New Zealand. The information contained 
in this diary, in one place, is immense and with all the regulations required for safety and 
care now, not only the greenkeeper but club members and people watching, this diary is 
amazing for the information contained with it.
I want to acknowledge the contributions of all our sponsors and sincerely thank them for 
providing an advert for this diary. This helps keeps the costs of providing this essential tool 
down to a minimum.
Our Competency and Training Package for Bowls Greenkeeping is slowly gaining 
momentum as this become exposed to Clubs during conferences. We are working on 
getting more information into the field to show Clubs and greenkeepers the information 
containing within each module. Greenkeepers don’t have to complete each module within 
the overall Framework. Talk to your BNZGA Executive member in your region if you are 
interested in completely some or all of the modules. 
Thanks also to Prebble Seeds, NZSTI, and Bowls NZ for the enormous contributions all 
these corporates make to Greenkeeping in New Zealand.
Support each other, help each other and happy greenkeeping.

Rob Gibson
President BNZGA

SOUTH ISLAND GREENKEEPER CONFERENCE 2024  
South Island Conference: Greymouth,     
Monday 15th and Tuesday 16th July 2024 – Greymouth
Contact details:

• Mr Stuart Oliver
• Phone (03) 768 5531   

Email bwcgreenkeepers@gmail.com 
• Address: 3 Fox Street Cobden Greymouth 7802

NORTH ISLAND GREENKEEPER CONFERENCE 2024 - Venue Kamo Club
North Island Conference: Hosts: Northland         
Monday 26th and Tuesday 27th June 2024 

• Chairman: Marty Webb 
• Contact Mob 021 137 7322   
• Email mvwebb007@gmail.com   
• Registration Kamo Bowling Club - Trade show on-site
• Conference Dinner Monday evening 6.30pm 
• Motel & Hotel Accommodation at Kensington close 



 
 

PROUD SPONSOR OF BNZGA 
 
Bowls New Zealand Greenkeeping Association and its membership will once again benefit 
significantly from the support of the Bowls New Zealand and Prebble’s Turf World contract 
during 2023-24. 
 
With the support of Bowls NZ and BNZGA the funding of 20 field days amount to 
$1500.00 plus GST for each field day.  
 
This comes directly from the ongoing support of bowling club customer’s support of the 
Prebble’s contract along with the following areas: 
 

• Technical advice  
• Research Projects 
• Field days 
• Conferences 
• Green Assessments  
• Field Days 
• Greenkeeper Training – 7 modules 

 
Prebble’s team of specialists is also available to provide complimentary assistance and 
advice on their range of products. 
 
The choice of Prebble’s as your club’s supplier of all your equipment, chemical, fertiliser 
and seed requirements directly benefits BNZGA and, therefore, all NZ clubs. 
 
During the past year 1st May 2022 – 30th April 2023 23 new clubs signed up with Prebbles 
Turf World giving Prebbles 78.5% of all Clubs throughout NZ using them as their preferred 
supplier. 
 
These details do not include artificial green clubs 
 
The financial rewards for Greenkeeping are in the BNZGA annual report. 
 
 
 

                                                                           



 
IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

 
Emergency Numbers 

Ambulance 111                         Fire 111             Police 111 
 

The National Poisons and Hazardous Chemicals Information Centre 
URGENT INFORMATION 03 474 0999 

NON-URGENT INFORMATION 03 479 1200 
 
 
Robert Gibson (President)  Address: PO Box 118 Mosgiel Dunedin 9053 
Ph (03) 489 7677 (Mob) 0274 611 772 Email office@taieribowls.com  
 
Jamey Ferris (Vice President)  Address: 513B Harewood Road Christchurch 8053  
Mobile 027 324 7458    Email: jameyferris79@gmail.com 
 
Maurice Symes (Secretary/Treasurer) Address: 62 Mangati Road Bell Block New Plymouth 4312 
Mob 0274 456 953    Email: mauricesymes@xtra.co.nz   
 
Martin Webb (Executive)   Address: 17 TeWairoa Lane RD1 Tinopai 0593 
Mob 021 137 7322    Email:  mvwebb007@gmail.com 
 
Ron Sabin (Executive)   Address: 787a Main North Road Belfast Christchurch 8082 
(Mob) 021 0244 4335    Email: ron@snap.net.nz  
 
Howard Ivory (Executive)  Address: 6B Kilsyth Street Karori Wellington 6012 
Ph (04) 476 0214 Mob 021 178 5933  Email hhivory@Gmail.com     
 
Tony Rickerby (Executive)  Address: 138 Eaves Bush Parade Orewa Auckland 0931 
Ph (09) 426 3741 (Mob) 0273 863 082 Email btrickerby@gmail.com 
 
Dave Stevenson (Executive)  Address: 20B Townshend Crescent Napier 4112  
Mob 0272 247 403    Email: djrg2414@gmail.com    
 
Graham Fisher (Executive)  Address: 47 Main Road 6O RD Oamaru 9495 
Ph. 03 439 5138 Mob 021 190 8170  Email:  libby@mfsventures.co.nz  
 
BOWLS NZ DELEGATE TO BNZGA 
Steve Beel     Address: 96A Russley Drive, Mount Maunganui  
                                                         Tauranga 3116  
Ph 07 5723484 Mobile 021 0832 2067 Email: steve@bowlsnewzealand.co.nz  
 
NZSTI DELEGATE TO BNZGA 
David Howard    Address: PO Box 6289 Dunedin North Dunedin 9059 
Ph 03 477 7333 Mob 027 446 2875   Email: dhoward@nzsti.org.nz   
 
NZSTI TRAINING MANAGER 
Lindsay Robertson (CEO)  Address: PO Box 347 Palmerston North 4440 
Ph (06) 355 7023 Mob 027 253 6777  Email: lrobertson@nszstito.org.nz 
 
Tara McLeod    Address: Building 1/Unit C, Level 4  
                                                                           4 Pavilion Drive Mangere Auckland 2022 
Mob 027 597 2755        Email: tmcleod@nzsti.org.nz  
    



 
	 

BOWLS NEW ZEALAND GREENKEEPING 
ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED  
 
SECRETARY ADDRESSES FOR REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS: 
               
FAR NORTH BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATION:      
Mr. Maurice Fordham   Address: 143 Kerikeri Road Kerikeri 0230. 
Mob 0275 093 500    Email maurice.fordham@xtra.co.nz   
NORTHLAND BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATION: 
Martin Webb (Executive)   Address: 17 TeWairoa Lane RD1 Tinopai 0593 
Mob 021 137 7322    Email:  mvwebb007@gmail.com 
AUCKLAND/NORTH SHORE BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATION: 
Jessica MacKinven   Address: 126 Market Road Epsom Auckland 1051 
Ph 09 524 4150    Email: carltoncornwallbowls@xtra.co.nz    
COUNTIES BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATION:  
Mr Ewen McIntyre   Address 55 Wily Rd Pukekohe 2678 
Mob 0211 322 883    Email: ecmci55@gmail.com     
THAMES VALLEY BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATION:  
Mr. Devon Brooks   Address 49a Seaforth Road Waihi Beach 3611  
Ph.: 07 863 4002 Mob 021 800 933  Email: devlyn49@outlook.com 
WAIKATO BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATION: 
Mrs. Brigid Green   Address: 38A Bow Street Raglan Hamilton, 3225   
Ph. (07) 825 8089    Email thegreenshouse@xtra.co.nz    
BAY OF PLENTY BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATION:  
Mr. Rob Beckett    Address PO Box 192 Ngongotaha Rotorua 3041   
Ph (07)  357 4332 Mob 021 022 74515 Email: robertbeckett@xtra.co.nz  
EASTLAND BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATION:  
Mr. Hona Huriwai   Address: 4 Stevenson Lane Kaiti Gisborne 4010    
Ph 0274 728 784    Email: huriwaiwhanau@xtra.co.nz  
HAWKES BAY BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATION: 
Dave Stevenson    Address: c/- 35 Herrick Street Napier 4110 
Mob 0272 247 403    Email: djrg2414@gmail.com    
WAIRAPAPA BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATION:  
Rob Donald    Address: 35c William Wong Place, Carterton 5713                
Ph 06 379 5923    Email: Rob.Pauline@outlook.com                                             
WELLINGTON BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATION:  
Don McMurray   Address: 17 Whirinaki Crescent Upper Hutt 5018 
Ph (04) 527 7275 Mob 021 165 8786  Email: donmcmurray17@gmail.com    
KAPITI COAST BOWLS CENTRE: 
Scott Sinclair-Paton   Address17 Calendar Terrace Paraparaumu Beach    
Ph 021 101 6056    Email: scott.s.paton@outlook.com   
TARANAKI BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATION:  
Maurice Symes (Sec/Treas)   Address: 62 Mangati Road Bell Block New Plymouth 4312 
Mob 0274 456 953    Email: mauricesymes@xtra.co.nz   
WANGANUI BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATION:  
Roger Neilson    Address: 11 St Johns Heights Wanganui 4500   
Ph (06) 347 7626    Email: roger.rosy@xtra.co.nz  
MANAWATU BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATION  
Dave Robertson,    Address: 87 Churchill Ave, Palmerston North   4410. 
Ph (06) 358 4646.      Email: robertson@infogen.net.nz     
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BOWLS NELSON GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATION:  
Wayne Marshall   Address: 35 Valley Heights Beachville Nelson 7010    
Mob 027 232 0225,    Email: jenninemarshall@xtra.co.nz      
BOWLS MARLBOROUGH GREENKEEPERS:  
Mr Maurice Yealands,   Address: 18 Beaver Road Blenheim 7201    
Ph: 03 578 5101 Mob 021 145 7815  Email: yealandsm@gmail.com   
BULLER GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATION: 
Mr Dave Parry    Address: 1/46 Cook Street Carters Beach Westport 7825 
Mob 021 0230 1791   Email secretary@bowlsbuller.co.nz      
BOWLS CANTERBURY GREENKEEPING ASSN: 
Julie Dalley    Address: 7 Ferniehurst Street Christchurch 8024    
Ph (03) 337 0221 Mob 021 255 3874  Email Stujudalley@gmail.com 
WEST COAST BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSN: 
Mr Stuart Oliver    Address: 3 Fox Street Cobden Greymouth 7802   
Ph (03) 768 5531    Email bwcgreenkeepers@gmail.com   
SOUTH CANTERBURY BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATION: 
Mr Norm Cowie    Address: 1/93 Avenue Road Timaru 7910,      
Ph (03) 688 4743 (Mob) 0272 733 369 Email: normancowie@xtra.co.nz   
NORTH OTAGO BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSN: 
Mr. Bob Cheyne   Address 41 Monmouth Street Hampden 9410  
Ph (03) 439 4580 Mob 0274 425 833  Email: bob3mary@gmail.com    
DUNEDIN BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSN: 
Robert Gibson                                    Address: PO Box 118 Mosgiel Dunedin 9053  
Ph (03) 489 7677 (Mob) 0274 611 772          Email office@taieribowls.com 
SOUTH OTAGO BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSN:  
Mr Ken Stephens    Address: 3 Marine Terrace Kaka Point 9271     
Ph (03) 412 8678    Email:  breadalbane@xtra.co.nz    
CENTRAL OTAGO BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSN: 
John Knapp    Address: 33 Plunket Street Omakau Central Otago 9376 
Mob: 021 035 4766    Email: knappdj54@gmail.com 
BOWLS SOUTHLAND GREENKEEPING ASSN 
Simon Flett    Address: 148 Bowmont Invercargill 9810  
Mob 0275 314 259    Email: office@bowlssouthland.co.nz    
MID CANTERBURY BOWLS GREENKEEPING ASSOCIATION: 
Mr. David Hickman   Address: 191 Harrison Street Ashburton 7700 
Ph. (03) 307 2954 Mob: 0273 518 30  Email: carolh.davidh@gmail.com  
 
 
         
    



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
A new programme MyGreenkeeper developed specifically for Bowls Greenkeepers aims to train and assess 
volunteers at regional bowling clubs in the technical skills required to maintain greens ready for play. 

MyGreenkeeper has been developed by the New Zealand Sports Turf Institute (NZSTI) specifically for the 
needs of the Bowls New Zealand Greenkeepers Association (BNZGA). 

For the BNZGA this is a significant and strategic investment, intended to address the diminishing pool of 
professional bowls greenkeepers available to clubs, whilst also providing an exciting opportunity for club 
volunteers. 
A feature of MyGreenkeeper is the modular design coupled with specialist content, unlike other sports turf 
programmes which must cater for a wide range of sports surfaces each module of MyGreenkeeper is 
dedicated to a very specific set of skills on a bowling green, the outcome for any module is obvious, they 
include: 

• Mow and groom a bowling green.      
• Irrigate a bowling green 
• Fertilise a bowling green 

 

The training involves a variety of practical tasks performed under supervision and mentoring by the BNZGA 
regional trainers. 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 





Call the Experts  06 356 8090 
contact@nzsti.org.nz  | 

 
 
 
 

 

New Zealand Sports Turf Institute (NZSTI) is NZ’s only 
full service sports surface consultant to NZ bowling 

clubs and Bowls NZ. 

NZSTI’s fully independent qualified agronomists are at 
your service to identify solutions to the challenges you 

face in bowling green management on both natural 
and synthetic surfaces. 

NZSTI’s independent synthetic bowling green services 
and laboratory testing will help you to protect and 

maximise your investment.  

Perfect bowling greens are affordable and achievable 
with the right science and advice behind you. 

Consultancy 

Specification and project 
management of synthetic 

green installation and 
replacement

Planning 

Training 

Research 

Membership benefits 

Certification for 
agrichemical use 

For Over 
  

We Have Been Helping 
Bowling Clubs 

www.nzsti.co.nz 

70 Years 
                   

BOWLS FIELD DAYS 2023-24 

NORTH ISLAND 
FAR NORTH    COMBINED NORTHLAND (To Host)  DTBC 
NORTHLAND          DTBC 
AUCKLAND    NTH HARBOUR (to Host) & COUNTIES DTBC 
BAY OF PLENTY   COMBINED THAMES    DTBC 
WAIKATO          DTBC 
THAMES VALLEY   COMBINED BAY OF PLENTY  DTBC 
TARANAKI    Coastal Clubs     Sept 13th 
      

Northern Clubs     Feb 14th  
WANGANUI          DTBC 
MANAWATU          DTBC 
GISBORNE/EC/HAWKES BAY Hawkes Bay to Host    DTBC 
WELLINGTON/KAPITI COAST Wellington to Host    DTBC 
WAIRARAPA          DTBC 

SOUTH ISLAND 
 
MARLBOROUGH   NNELSON/MARLBOROUGH COMBINED DTBC 
NELSON          DTBC 
WEST COAST/BULLER  COMBINED     DTBC 
CANTERBURY   COMBINED MID CANTERBURY  DTBC 
STH CANTERBURY/NTH OTAGO       DTBC 
CENTRAL OTAGO         DTBC 
DUNEDIN/STH OTAGO  COMBINED     DTBC 
SOUTHLAND          DTBC 
 
 
 

 

 

 

‘GROWSAFE TRAINING’ 
Are you meeting your legal obligations? 
 
For further information on safe & responsible agrichemical use please contact your agronomist or Tara 
McLeod on 027 597 2755/tmcleod@nzsti.org.nz 
 
NZSTI have an Association rate for a standard 1-day Growsafe course for a minimum of 10 trainees 
including post course assessment costs - $2500 + $125/person resource costs (incl. GST) 
 
Numbers above 10 generates further savings for the end users or to the Association organising the training. 
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David Howard (NZSTI) holding Field Day at Southland in the cold.

 

Volunteer 

Greens Staff at 

Working Bee  

enjoying time 

out.



 



 

WHITE LINE PAINTER 
WITH AIM ARM 



 

Coring Bowling Gren with Aercore machine 16mm dia. cores and back-
filled with dry soil.

 

 

 

 

                                    SIGNAGE 
Do you have the appropriate signage for your Hazardous Substances?  

Is it sufficiently detailed an in the required posi=on on your Chemical 
loca=on. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

                                    SIGNAGE 
Do you have the appropriate signage for your Hazardous Substances?  

Is it sufficiently detailed an in the required posi=on on your Chemical 
loca=on. 

 

 

PART OF YOUR SAFETY 
REQUIREMENTS.



3. Day three we will sow the green with seed and again lightly work some in. As there is no hydro 
seeder in the area, we will use a product from Prebble seeds that is sprayed onto the sowed 
surface using a water pump and hosing. This product acts like a glue or polymer and will help seal 
the green and stop seed washing out.  

4. Both clubs will receive a Program on how to grow in the green as fast as possible using both solid 
and liquid feeds, the correct irrigation and all the maintenance required leading up to the 
opening of the green. With the warm growing climate play could start early November as it 
continues to establish itself. 

5. All clubs will receive ongoing support from myself and NZBGA and the local greenkeeping 
Association. 

Gisborne East Coast Flood Damaged Greens 

Report by Jamey Ferris. NZ Bowls Greenkeepers 
Association. 

Wairoa Greens: 

The two Natural greens had upwards of 200mls of river silt wash through their site. The greens sat like 
this for two weeks and it set. The greens filled the top boards with silt. With the help of funding, diggers 
and bobcats were used to clear both greens. The machines on top of the flooding damage left the 
surface destroyed. There has been no growth recovery, levels are totally out, and the green is covered 
in some silty black slime. Boards have taken damage, especially the plinths and all the matting, leaving 
no alternative but to resurface the green. The machinery shed was also washed out but thankfully all 
the gear looks ok and will just need cleaning and servicing. 

  Wairoa may need to look at replacing their plinth boards and so I told them to start getting some quotes 
for this.  
 Jamey’s thoughts to the club that it is possible to be able to get the green up and going so members can 
be out playing by November this year meaning their season is not too disrupted. 

 
Te Karaka Bowling Green: 

There Green had around 100mls of silt wash through and sit on the green. They removed the silt by hand 
with a large working bee, but the green levels are a major problem.  

They have some recovery of Starweed in one area of the green and this seemed to be the highest point 
on the green, and the rest of the green was dead. The plinth boards were in good condition and matting 
seemed good. The green levels were what concerned most, including one large hollow in the green which 
would affect 3 rinks in play. It would be possible to scarify and sow this green as is, but the club believes 
now is the time to fix their level problems and resurface. 

Jamey spoke to those present telling them resurfacing now would mean back playing on the same 
timeline as Wairoa...early to mid-November. 

 
Tolaga Bay Club: 
After viewing Tolaga bay Bowling club Jamey advised the club that due to the bad condition of the 
green they should follow the same lead as both other clubs and resurface the green.  I put it too them 
the same option as Wairoa and Te Karaka. 

The plan to repair. 
 

1. First day take levels and find a height to plane to a new level surface. Peg the green and set the 
rails, then proceed to plane and remove the debris. 
Many hands make light work and multiple people have multiple tasks, from leveling the pegs 
using the laser (Two people usually the greenkeepers of the clubs) Five to Six people working on 
and setting the Rails and Fifteen people moving soil into windrows and off the green. 

2. On the second day our team of three and the club greenkeeper and help will prepare a seed bed 
over the green, this will involve loosening up the top 5mls of the green's surface using a light 
grooving machine and nail rakes. We can also tidy up any imperfections in the levels we see 
around the plinths, and We will also work in starter fertilisers. 



3. Day three we will sow the green with seed and again lightly work some in. As there is no hydro 
seeder in the area, we will use a product from Prebble seeds that is sprayed onto the sowed 
surface using a water pump and hosing. This product acts like a glue or polymer and will help seal 
the green and stop seed washing out.  

4. Both clubs will receive a Program on how to grow in the green as fast as possible using both solid 
and liquid feeds, the correct irrigation and all the maintenance required leading up to the 
opening of the green. With the warm growing climate play could start early November as it 
continues to establish itself. 

5. All clubs will receive ongoing support from myself and NZBGA and the local greenkeeping 
Association. 

 

Wairoa Bowling Club following Storm Damage from  
Cyclone Gabrielle showing surface after removing Silt and Mud.

Gisborne East Coast Flood Damaged Greens 

Report by Jamey Ferris. NZ Bowls Greenkeepers 
Association. 

Wairoa Greens: 

The two Natural greens had upwards of 200mls of river silt wash through their site. The greens sat like 
this for two weeks and it set. The greens filled the top boards with silt. With the help of funding, diggers 
and bobcats were used to clear both greens. The machines on top of the flooding damage left the 
surface destroyed. There has been no growth recovery, levels are totally out, and the green is covered 
in some silty black slime. Boards have taken damage, especially the plinths and all the matting, leaving 
no alternative but to resurface the green. The machinery shed was also washed out but thankfully all 
the gear looks ok and will just need cleaning and servicing. 

  Wairoa may need to look at replacing their plinth boards and so I told them to start getting some quotes 
for this.  
 Jamey’s thoughts to the club that it is possible to be able to get the green up and going so members can 
be out playing by November this year meaning their season is not too disrupted. 

 
Te Karaka Bowling Green: 

There Green had around 100mls of silt wash through and sit on the green. They removed the silt by hand 
with a large working bee, but the green levels are a major problem.  

They have some recovery of Starweed in one area of the green and this seemed to be the highest point 
on the green, and the rest of the green was dead. The plinth boards were in good condition and matting 
seemed good. The green levels were what concerned most, including one large hollow in the green which 
would affect 3 rinks in play. It would be possible to scarify and sow this green as is, but the club believes 
now is the time to fix their level problems and resurface. 

Jamey spoke to those present telling them resurfacing now would mean back playing on the same 
timeline as Wairoa...early to mid-November. 

 
Tolaga Bay Club: 
After viewing Tolaga bay Bowling club Jamey advised the club that due to the bad condition of the 
green they should follow the same lead as both other clubs and resurface the green.  I put it too them 
the same option as Wairoa and Te Karaka. 

The plan to repair. 
 

1. First day take levels and find a height to plane to a new level surface. Peg the green and set the 
rails, then proceed to plane and remove the debris. 
Many hands make light work and multiple people have multiple tasks, from leveling the pegs 
using the laser (Two people usually the greenkeepers of the clubs) Five to Six people working on 
and setting the Rails and Fifteen people moving soil into windrows and off the green. 

2. On the second day our team of three and the club greenkeeper and help will prepare a seed bed 
over the green, this will involve loosening up the top 5mls of the green's surface using a light 
grooving machine and nail rakes. We can also tidy up any imperfections in the levels we see 
around the plinths, and We will also work in starter fertilisers. 



Spraying equipment specialists since 1981

MATCHplay Liquid Nutrition
Feature Products
MP ROOTS®, MP SAFE K® & MP BRILLIANCE®

MP ROOTS® 
Is the backbone of any MP Superior Liquids program. This root enhancing 
formulation is accompanied by a wide range of beneficial microbes and a 
rich organic complex, to replenish and feed soil biology and turf.

• Apply year round, to feed turf & soil microbes, and grow 
strong turf roots

MP SAFE K® 
Delivers potassium (K) in citric form, conveniently through foliage or 
soil, and available for immediate use. This formulation offers maximum 
flexibility for foliar K delivery to high performing turf.

• Foliar applied safe potassium for season long hardening
• Tank mix with any of the MATCHplay liquids

MP BRILLIANCE® 
Specially formulated high analysis stabilised liquid nitrogen fertiliser for 
long lasting feeding of turf. 

• High levels of iron and nitrogen provide great colour, adjust 
rates to the needs of your cotula.

For more information contact your local Living Turf Representative 
0800 428 268  |  www.livingturf.co.nz

Greenshed NZ Limited. 133-815-813. PO Box 18001, Glen Innes, Auckland, 1743. 
MP ROOTS, MP SAFE K, MP BRILLIANCE and MATCHplay are tradenames of Greenshed NZ Limited.
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SEPTEMBER’S MONTHLY REMINDERS - 

Don’t heavy roll green(s), under moist conditions this can cause severe 
compaction. 
Mower height should be set to early season playing height.
Keep mowing frequency up, avoid heavy harvests of mower clippings
Rink movement essential to avoid mat end damage
Source nest seasons topdressing soil
Check sprayer unit.  REPLACE SPRAYER NOZZLES.

Diseases: Check for (e.g.) Sclerotinia minor.  Spray Preventative 
fungicide
Irrigation: check out your system
Nematodes: monitor for activity – treat as required.  
Harden off plant using Potassium, Potassium Carbonate or Iron.

Starweed greens: 
Treat slime early.  Slime will prevent germination of seed and/or smother 
young plants
Monitor greens for disease (eg: Sclerotinia sp.).
From soil test results, apply potassic super if required

Synthetic Greens:  
• Sweep to collect leaves and debris once a week or use a leaf 

blower.
• Change rinks to reduce wear
• Treat weeds with herbicide – Glyphosate
• Treat moss and algae with ammonium chloride based products 

(check with installer).
• Sand filled greens only – iron as required to increase green speed
• Sand filled greens only – irrigate prior to play (unless rain)
• Sand filled greens only – groom sand and check levels
• Carpet greens – vacuum 
• Carpet greens – clean stains
• Carpet greens – inspect seams

Personal reminders:
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October’s Monthly Reminders - 

Keep mowing frequency up, avoid heavy harvests of mower clippings
Continue frequent rink movement

Diseases: Check for (e.g.) Sclerotinia minor – Continue preventative 
spraying
Pests: Watch for insect presence or damage
Weeds:  spray for Toad Rus. Before spraying for this problem on a C. 
Maniototo green wait for summer leaf development of the Maniototo

Starweed green:  monitor greens for disease

Synthetic Greens
• Sweep to collect leaves and debris once a week or use a leaf 

blower.
• Sand filled greens only – iron as required to increase green speed
• Sand filled greens only – irrigate prior to play (unless rain)
• Sand filled greens only – groom sand and check levels
• Carpet greens – vacuum 
• Carpet greens – clean stains

Personal reminders:
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OCTOBER 2023

THE USE OF SOAKER HOSES CAN 
SAVE CLUBS HUGE MONEY AS ALL 
WATER GOES ONTO THE GREEN.
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November’s Monthly Reminders - 

Continue frequent rink movement

Diseases: Check for e.g. Brown Patch, Summer Spotting/Golden Braclet
Irrigation: Irrigate as necessary so that soil remains moist at depth, core 
sample for moisture (e.g.  100mm depth)
Remember that over watering can cause serious problems
Nematodes: Monitor for activity – treat as required
Pests: Watch out for insect activity (e.g. Cotula Weevil)
Starweed greens: watch disease activity especially for Rolf’s disease.
Avoid excessive soil or nitrogen top dressing during the playing season

Synthetic greens:
• Sweep to collect leaves and debris once a week or use leaf blower
• Change rinks to reduce wear
• Sand filled greens only – iron as required to increase green speed
• Sand filled greens only – irrigate prior to play (unless rain)
• Sand filled greens only – groom sand and check levels
• Carpet greens – vacuum 
• Carpet greens – Clean stains

Personal reminders:
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WATCH FOR DISEASES 
SEPTEMBER TO DECEMBER
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December’s Monthly Reminders - 

Continue frequent rink movement
If next seasons renovation procedures includes major reconstruction, 
planning and/or resowing, commence planning early and seek the 
appropriate advice.

Diseases: Check for e.g. Rolf’s Diesease, Brown Patch, Summer 
Spotting/Golden Braclet
Irrigation: Irrigate as necessary so that soil remains moist at depth, core 
sample for moisture (e.g.  100mm depth)
Remember that over watering can cause serious problems
Nematodes: Monitor for activity – treat as required
Pests: Watch out for insect activity (e.g. Cotula Weevil)

Starweed Greens: watch for insect activity  (e.g. insects problems are 
similar to cotula except for cotula weevil) and for dieseas e.g. Rolf’s 
disease
Avoid excessive soil or nitrogen top dressing during the playing season

Synthetic greens
• Sweep to collect leaves and debris once a week or use leaf blower
• Treat weeds with herbicide – Glyphosate
• Treat moss and algae with ammonium chloride based products 

(check with installer).
• Sand filled greens only – iron as required to increase green speed
• Sand filled greens only – irrigate prior to play (unless rain)
• Sand filled greens only – groom sand and check levels
• Carpet greens – inspect seams
• Carpet greens – vacuum 
• Carpet greens – Clean stains

Personal reminders:
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KIND WORDS FOR 
DUMPERS
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January’s Monthly Reminders - 

Monitor greens regularly for soil moisture, for prevention of heat stress.  
This will be more likely to occur in thatch greens
Take soil sample for nutrients and pH analysis
Plan renovation procedures (eg grooving, coring and boring, etc) 
Where appropriate survey green for levels

Diseases: Check for e.g. Brown Patch, Summer Spotting/Golden Braclet
Nematodes: monitor for activity – treat as required
Pests: watch foe rinsect activity (eg Porina and Cotula Weevil)

Starweed Greens:  watch for insect activity (eg inscets problems are 
similar to cotular except for cotula weevil) and for diseases (eg Rolf’s 
disease)

Synthetic greens: 
• Sweep to collect leaves and debris once a week or use leaf blower
• Change rinks to reduce wear
• Sand filled greens only – iron as required to increase green speed
• Sand filled greens only – irrigate prior to play (unless rain)
• Sand filled greens only – groom sand and check levels
• Carpet greens – vacuum 
• Carpet greens – Clean stains

Personal reminders:
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RESURFACE LASER 
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February’s Monthly Reminders - 

Plan for and execute weed control before renovation (note: weed control 
on Cotula maniototo can affect bulbi initiation).
Soil preparation for renovation should be completed

Diseases: Check for e.g. Rolf’s Disease, Brown Patch, Summer Spotting/
Golden Braclet
Irrigation: Monitor greens regularly for soil moisture, for the prevention of 
heat stress
Nematodes: monitor for activity – treat as required
Pests: watch for insect activity (eg Porina and Cotula Weevil)

Starweed Greens:  watch for insect activity (eg inscets problems are 
similar to cotular except for cotula weevil) and for diseases (eg Rolf’s 
disease)
Avoid excessive soil or nitrogen during the season
Monitor greens for seed set from now until June

Synthetic greens: 
• Sweep to collect leaves and debris once a week or use leaf blower
• Change rinks to reduce wear
• Sand filled greens only – iron as required to increase green speed
• Sand filled greens only – irrigate prior to play (unless rain)
• Sand filled greens only – groom sand and check levels
• Carpet greens – vacuum 
• Carpet greens – deep clean carpet by pre-soaking

Personal reminders:
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FEBRUARY 2024

RESURFACING A BOWLING 
GREEN 



MARCH 2024

M
A

R
C

H

March Monthly Reminders - 

Plan for and execute weed control before renovation (note: weed control 
on Cotula maniototo can affect bulbi initiation).
Soil preparation for renovation should be completed

Diseases: Check for e.g. Rolf’s Disease, Brown Patch, Summer Spotting/
Golden Braclet
Irrigation: Monitor greens regularly for soil moisture, for the prevention of 
heat stress
Nematodes: monitor for activity – treat as required
Pests: watch for insect activity (eg Porina and Cotula Weevil)

Starweed Greens:  watch for insect activity (eg inscets problems are 
similar to cotular except for cotula weevil) and for diseases (eg Rolf’s 
disease)
Avoid excessive soil or nitrogen during the season
Monitor greens for seed set from now until June

Synthetic greens: 
Sweep to collect leaves and debris once a week or use leaf blower
Change rinks to reduce wear
Sand filled greens only – iron as required to increase green speed
Sand filled greens only – irrigate prior to play (unless rain)
Sand filled greens only – groom sand and check levels
Carpet greens – vacuum 
Carpet greens – Deep clean carpet by pre-soaking

Personal reminders:
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ITS NOT JUST A MAN’S JOB



A
P

R
ILApril Monthly Reminders - 

Soil analysis results and interpretation should be completed
Checks and discuss results with your agronomist
Commence nitrogen fertilizer programme

Disease:  consider preventative spraying
Pests: watch for insect activity (Sod webworm, Porina)
Weeds: plan for and execure weed conrol before renovation (eg 
hydrocotyle) do moss control if necessary (make sure moss is moist if 
treating)

Starweed greens: treat slime early, slime will prevent germination of seed 
and/or smother young plants
Monitor greens for seed set from now until June
From soil test, ensure that pH is at least 5.8 and apply potassic super if 
required

Synthetic greens
• Sweep to collect leaves and debris once a week or use leaf blower
• Change rinks to reduce wear
• Treat weeds with Herbicide – Glyphosate
• Treat moss and algae with ammonium chloride based products 

(check with installer)
• Sand filled greens only – iron as required to increase green speed
• Sand filled greens only – irrigate prior to play (unless rain)
• Sand filled greens only – groom sand and check levels
• Carpet greens – vacuum 
• Carpet greens – clean stains
• Carpet greens – inspect seams

Personal reminders:
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SERVICE MOWERS & 
EQUPIMENT



M
AYMay Monthly Reminders - 

Continue repair of any weak areas and upgrades to ditches banks and 
surrounds
Where growth has been strong commence winter mowing program
Mow and same direction as groove lines
Fertiliser apply late autumn top dressings of nitrogen fertilizer

Pest: watch out for insect activity example Sod web worm Porina
Weeds do moss control if necessary (make sure moss is moist if treating)
Starweed greens: treat slime early, slime will prevent germination of seed 
and/or smother young plants
Monitor greens for seed set

Synthetic greens
• Sweep to collect leaves and debris once a week or use leaf blower
• Sand filled greens only – iron as required to increase green speed
• Sand filled greens only – irrigate prior to play (unless rain)
• Sand filled greens only – groom sand and check levels
• Carpet greens – vacuum 
• Carpet greens – clean stains
• Carpet greens – inspect seams

Personal reminders:
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SUPPORT ALL 
CONFERENCES



JU
N

E

June Monthly Reminders - 

Continue repair of any weak areas and upgrades to ditches banks and 
surrounds
Mow as required
Bulbil harvesting

Diseases check for occurrence of winter diseases e.g. golden Braclet, 
Sclerotinia minor, winter Pythium.   important to ID diseases correctly

Weeds: spray for grass if using Polka (kerb) use when soil temperatures 
are low and make sure you keep your greens very moist afterwards

Starweed greens: treat slime early, slime will prevent germination of seed 
and/or smother young plants
Monitor greens for disease (eg Sclerotinia sp)
Apply magnesium (Mg) to balance POTUS ratio if necessary

Synthetic greens
• Sweep to collect leaves and debris once a week or use leaf blower
• Change links to reduce wear
• Treat weeds with herbicide glyphosate
• Treat moss and algae with ammonium chloride based products 

(check with installer)
• Sand filled greens only – iron as required to increase green speed
• Sand filled greens only – irrigate prior to play (unless rain)
• Sand filled greens only – groom sand and check levels
• Carpet greens – vacuum 
• Carpet greens – Clean stains
• Carpet greens – inspect seams

Personal reminders:
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DRAINAGE FOR BOTH 
GREEN AND CENTRE 

SPRINKLER



JU
LYJuly Monthly Reminders - 

Ensure that summer mower and renovation equipment are in sound 
mechanical repair. Prepare a green(s) budget for the coming year, 
including stocktake of all chemicals supplies etc.
Mow as required
Bulbil harvesting
Continue repair of any weak areas and upgrades to ditches banks and 
surrounds
Mow as required
Bulbil harvesting

Diseases check for occurrence of winter diseases 

Weeds: spray for grass.  And warmer climatic zones the use of Gallant 
may give better results.
Regular mowing will keep unwonted board with under control (e.g. clover)

Starweed greens: treat slime early, slime will prevent germination of seed 
and/or smother young plants
Monitor greens for disease (eg Sclerotinia sp)

Synthetic greens
• Sweep to collect leaves and debris once a week or use leaf blower
• Sand filled greens only – iron as required to increase green speed
• Sand filled greens only – irrigate prior to play (unless rain)
• Sand filled greens only – groom sand and check levels
• Carpet greens – vacuum 
• Carpet greens – Clean stains

Personal reminders:
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PREBBLES TURF WORLD
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August Monthly Reminders - 

Commence increasing the frequency of mowing
Frequent mowing will help to firm green surface
Lower mower height slowly
All established greens should now be ready for play, subject to prevailing 
weather conditions
Source an order next seasons top dressing soil. Soil should be clean 
(weed and stone free) and of low organic matter. If possible visit the site of 
extraction
Ensure that summer mower and renovation equipment are in sound 
mechanical repair. Prepare a green(s) budget for the coming year, 
including stocktake of all chemicals supplies etc.

Diseases check for occurrence of winter and early spring diseases (e.g. 
golden bracelet Sclerotina Minor)

Fertiliser: Omit nitrogen usage from now on. They continue to use of 
nitrogen will increase the incidence of disease. Harden Cotula greens with 
potash applications during early spring

Pests: worms become a problem
Weeds: moss control if necessary

Starweed greens: treat slime early, slime will prevent germination of seed 
and/or smother young plants
Monitor greens for disease (eg Sclerotinia sp)

Synthetic greens
• Sweep to collect leaves and debris once a week or use leaf blower
• Change rinks to reduce wear
• Sand filled greens only – iron as required to increase green speed
• Sand filled greens only – irrigate prior to play (unless rain)
• Sand filled greens only – groom sand and check levels
• Carpet greens – vacuum 
• Carpet greens – Clean stains

Personal reminders:

AUGUST 2024
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AUGUST 2024

CHECK OUT OUR NEW 
WEBSITE

BOWLSNEWZEALAND.CO.NZ
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SEPTEMBER’S MONTHLY REMINDERS - 

Don’t heavy roll green(s), under moist conditions this can cause severe 
compaction. 
Mower height should be set to early season playing height.
Keep mowing frequency up, avoid heavy harvests of mower clippings
Rink movement essential to avoid mat end damage
Source nest seasons topdressing soil
Check sprayer unit.  REPLACE SPRAYER NOZZLES.

Diseases: Check for (e.g.) Sclerotinia minor.  Spray Preventative 
fungicide
Irrigation: check out your system
Nematodes: monitor for activity – treat as required.  
Harden off plant using Potassium, Potassium Carbonate or Iron.

Starweed greens: 
Treat slime early.  Slime will prevent germination of seed and/or smother 
young plants
Monitor greens for disease (eg: Sclerotinia sp.).
From soil test results, apply potassic super if required

Synthetic Greens:  
• Sweep to collect leaves and debris once a week or use a leaf 

blower.
• Change rinks to reduce wear
• Treat weeds with herbicide – Glyphosate
• Treat moss and algae with ammonium chloride based products 

(check with installer).
• Sand filled greens only – iron as required to increase green speed
• Sand filled greens only – irrigate prior to play (unless rain)
• Sand filled greens only – groom sand and check levels
• Carpet greens – vacuum 
• Carpet greens – Clean stains
• Carpet greens – inspect seams

Personal reminders:
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